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THE ‘IT’ FACTOR
Everyone needs one of 
those ‘I-know-a-little-place’ 
locations in their hotel 
repertoire – a bolt hole  
just below the radar, yet  
in a vast, international city.  
This is that: Scandi in feel, 
designed by Sir Terence 
Conran, and offering the 
city’s best Wiener schnitzel 
– this hotel will satisfy the 
epicurean in anyone. 
GO THERE IF…
You fancy a truly romantic 
mini-break. Vienna is a city 
that’s made for after-dark 
flâneuring (you’ve seen  

the film Before 
Sunrise, right?).  
Hit up hipster 

neighbourhood 
Freihausviertel first,  

before dropping into 
Salonplafond at the MAK 

Museum of Applied Arts 
for some dinner. Then  
it’s back to that Terence 
Conran-designed room 
to… well, we’ll let you  
plan that bit.
BEST THING THE WEBSITE 
DOESN’T TELL YOU…
There aren’t many hotels 
around where items in  
the minibar are free, never 
mind wine or beer. But  
it is here. Every day your 
room is stocked with  
a delicious bottle of 
Austrian red and white. 
Yep. Every. Single. Day. 

Certain hotels just have ‘It’ – an 
undefinable something that makes them 
stand out from the rest of the crowd. We 
took the road less travelled to find them

THE GUESTHOUSE, 
VIENNA

A double courtyard  
room, from £198 per  
night; Theguesthouse.at.  
Return flights from £90; 
Britishairways.com › 

T H E
C O O L

L I S T

The Guesthouse: insert  
you looking fabulous  

on your stool of choice

Mini-break goals:  
getting your own  
photo on the wall
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Rooms from £245 per 
night; Riadfarnatchi.com. 
Flights, from £64 return; 
Easyjet.com

THE ‘IT’ FACTOR
Pass the falafel shops,  
the graffiti-covered walls 
and the knots of Eastern 
Europe hipsters (you  
will know them by their 
fingerless gloves and 
pork-pie hats) and you will 
find Hotel Rum – a stylish 
haven in bohemian heaven. 
The location is everything 
in this place – central, cool, 
surrounded by all the best 
bars and hummus shops 
(seriously, it’s a thing over 
here) – but so, too, is the 
restaurant bar. Head there, 
grab a Top Rum cocktail, 
relax and remind yourself 
that life is good (and even 
better with a stiff drink).
GO THERE IF… 
You want it  
all and have 
minimal time. 
Budapest is as 
beautiful as  
Paris, but less 
sprawling. You 
can pretty much 
see all the best 

THE ‘IT’ FACTOR
It’s far from Bali’s Havaiana-
trodden track of Ubud, 
Seminyak and, heaven 
forbid… Kuta. Instead, the 
laid-back beach town of 
Canggu is where the boho- 
surfer crowd come to catch 
waves and clink Bintangs. 
And Bliss Sanctuary For 
Women is where the truly 
chic come. This is a holistic 
holiday you design to fit 
your needs. Sure, you can 
hang out with some crystals 
and order in a shaman, but 
you can also do a shedload 
of yoga and talk shop with 
one of the other blitzed- 
out high-powered women 
who’ve dropped by.

bits in a day – thermal 
baths, the Great Synagogue 
and Hungarian Parliament 
Building. It’s also been 
named one of Europe’s 
most ‘hipster’ towns*, so  
if you’ve done Berlin, and 
are over Copenhagen,  
make this your next stop.
BEST THING THE WEBSITE 
DOESN’T TELL YOU…
Book a room with a street 
view. The hotel faces several 
restaurants with tables 
outside, meaning that, 
although you can’t be  
seen, you can settle into 
your balcony seats with  
a bottle of prosecco and 
watch your very own live 
version of First Dates.

GO THERE IF…
You’re in need of a fresh 
perspective on life. This 
place is so good for 
wellbeing it should be 
available on the NHS.  
We met inspiring women 
(mid-twenties to 
early forties) who 
were, in no particular 
order, getting over a 
break-up, recovering 
from a divorce, 
setting up a new 
business and learning 
to surf. In short, 
check in if you’ve  
got relationship 
aggro, big life 
decisions to make  
or you just want a bit 
of company on a solo 
trip. Not that you’ll 
be joined at the hip 
with anyone – the 
idea is to create and 

THE ‘IT’ FACTOR
This gem is buried among 
the maze-like alleys of 
Marrakech’s medina – and 
in this city, the more hidden 
a place is, the cooler it is. 
Which may be why Scarlett 
Johansson and Angelina 
Jolie have rested up here.
GO THERE IF…
You want to be treated like 
the queen you’ve always told 
your mother you are. The 
food is so good you’ll trust 
them when they suggest 
lamb’s testicles for starters. 
The staff are also particularly 
adept at (though not 
limited to) A: haggling on 
your behalf for that lamp 
that won’t fit in your 
bedroom; B: arranging  
for that private helicopter 
tour of the Sahara at 
sunrise; C: getting you a 
reservation at Riad’s hot 
new restaurant, Le Trou 
Au Mur, on a Saturday.

enjoy your own daily 
itinerary, including 
sightseeing with a personal 
driver (think 9am yoga, 
11am massage, 1pm scenic 
hike), then meet for a 
communal supper and 

BEST THING THE WEBSITE 
DOESN’T TELL YOU…
Islamic countries aren’t 
known for their alcohol,  
yet Morocco produces  
great wines – which Riad 
Farnatchi has embraced, 
stocking exclusively home- 
grown wines. Staff also 
rescue you when you get 
lost in the Medina because 
you didn’t hire a guide – 
and were having so much 
fun at the hotel you forgot 
to charge your phone.

Rooms from £125 per 
night; Hotelrumbudapest.
com. Fly with Easyjet from 
£102.58; Easyjet.com

From £1,725 per 
person for seven 
nights, including 
daily massages, 
treatments and all 
meals; Blisssanctuary 
forwomen.com › 

RIAD FARNATCHI, MARRAKECH

HOTEL RUM, 
BUDAPEST

BLISS SANCTUARY 
FOR WOMEN, BALI

Sleek and gorgeous.  
Obviously we  
mean the bar

Your inflatable unicorn 
may not strike quite  
the right tone 

Rooftop bar  
like a Royal

chat. One evening we 
ditched the healthy regime 
and all went for cocktails at 
nearby Finns Beach Club.
BEST THING THE WEBSITE 
DOESN’T TELL YOU…
That you’ll leave with  

a grin on your face, 
flowers in your hair, 
new friends and a 
lighter soul. Chances 
of getting some ink 
or changing your 
middle name to 
Moonshine? Possible 
– but then all cool 
holidays need one 
‘hilarious’ mistake. 
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THE ‘IT’ FACTOR
Run by an intriguing 
German aristocrat (the 
most charming host on the 
island), the interiors here 
are as effortlessly elegant  
as her wardrobe. No two 
rooms are the same, but the 
deluxe suite has a sitting 
room and library. This  
is where Kate Moss takes  
over when she visits Ibiza. 
Yes, it’s that cool. 
GO THERE IF…
You want to de-stress 
but indulge. Wake 
up in time for the 
free Vinyasa Flow 
class on the 
wooden deck 
surrounded  
by fields and 
orchards, before 

where there are glossy 
Range Rovers in the car 
park and footballers at 
dinner. But only the cool 
ones, you understand?
GO THERE IF…
You need to escape the city 
but refuse to leave the city’s 
luxuries behind. The Forest 
Cabins (about five minutes 
from the main house) 
make you feel like you’ve 
found Red Riding Hood’s 
nan’s place – if nan stocked 
it with cashmere throws, 
Bamford beauty products 
and a freestanding bath 
that fits nan, Red Riding 
Hood and the wolf. 
BEST THING THE WEBSITE 
DOESN’T TELL YOU…
Lots, but if we had to 
whittle it down: taking  
a whisky-sour cocktail in 
the glamorous glass-roofed 
bar. It’s one of those Mad 
Men moments that you’ll 
unearth from your memory 
chest the next time you’re 
having a bad day.

taking your breakfast of 
homemade granola and 
eggs overlooking the pool. 
The staff may all look like 
they walked straight off  
a Milanese catwalk, but 
don’t be daunted. They 
know every fashionable 
spot on the island – use 
their intel wisely.
BEST THING THE WEBSITE 
DOESN’T TELL YOU…
That there’s an on-site 
Portuguese water dog 
called Viz. Make friends 
only on the understanding 
that it may take a police 
escort to remove you and 
Viz from the deluxe suite 
private terrace when it’s 
time to check out.

Rooms from £325 per 
night; Casgasi.com. Fly 
with Easyjet from £43.58 
return; Easyjet.com

THE ‘IT’ FACTOR
Oh, you know, just a 
swanky Georgian mansion 
overlooking the New 
Forest housing a luxury  
spa (hydro pool bath, aerial 
yoga, rooftop herb garden 
and a signature herbal 
massage), not to mention 
an Italian restaurant 
overseen by Michelin-star 
chef Angela Hartnett. This 
is an unabashed ‘It’ hotel 

THE ‘IT’ FACTOR
It’s all about the restaurant 
in this place, where, if 
you’re not staying at the 
hotel, you’ll be lucky to  
get a table on a Saturday 
night. The menu is vast  
and varied, the food smart 
and inventive, and the 
‘scene’ loud, glamorous  
and lots of fun. 
GO THERE IF…
You love the Cotswolds, 
and all its cashmere-and-
Hunter-wellies kudos, but 
want to stay somewhere 
other than a cutsey 

THE ‘IT’ FACTOR
Gleneagles is for those who 
want serious luxury without 
the sort of haughty service 
that means you’ll feel judged 
if you rock up in trainers. 
‘It’ factors abound – they’re 
in the soft jazz and dusky 
lighting of The American 
Bar as a tinkling champagne 
trolly makes it way towards 
you. They are also there in 
the falconry lessons and 
croquet games taking place 
on the pristine lawns out 
back. The beauty, though, is 
that this is all tempered by 
classic Scottish hospitality 
– the sort that sees a smiling 
receptionist wave you off 
while tucking a packet of 
shortbread in your bag ‘for 
the journey home’.
GO THERE IF…
You want to feel like Lady 
of The Manor, even if, for  
most of the year, you wear 

sandstone cottage. No 131 
is an imposing Georgian 
villa that sits like a giant 
white wedding cake on 
Imperial Gardens. Inside,  
it is all soaring ceilings, 
freestanding baths, beds  
as big as football pitches 
and sumptuous 100  
Acres Apothecary beauty 
products in the bathroom. 
There are just 11 rooms, 
which make this feel  
less of a hotel and more 
like the world’s most 
glamorous Airbnb.
BEST THING THE WEBSITE 
DOESN’T TELL YOU…
The downstairs bar,  
Crazy 8s, is wild in the 
summer months. We  
advise not booking a room 
right at the front if you 
don’t plan on being part  
of the action. But, really, 

this is where the 
great and good  
of the Cotwolds 
come to hang  
– and who 
wouldn’t want  
to be part of that?

an animal-print onesie to 
bed. Gleneagles showcases 
the very best of Scotland 
for those who are short  
on time. Scottish produce 
– wild salmon, steaks as 
lean and succulent as an 
athlete’s backside – abound 
in the multiple on-site 
restaurants, and if it’s just 
the need to be touched  
and smothered in luxurious 
aromatherapy oils that  
you require, then there’s 
also a huge ESPA spa.
BEST THING THE WEBSITE 
DOESN’T TELL YOU…
Take the train. Gleneagles 
has its own station just five 
minutes from the hotel. For 
those coming from London, 
it’s a romantic, and direct, 
five-and-a-half hours.

LIMEWOOD HOTEL  
& SPA, HAMPSHIRE

CAS GASI, IBIZA

NO 131, 
CHELTENHAM

From £265 per night B&B, 
based on two sharing; 
Gleneagles.co.uk ◆

Rooms from £330 a night; 
Limewoodhotel.co.uk

Rooms from 
£108 per night; 
Thelucky 
onion.com W
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Foliage: great for ‘Hide 
and seek a footballer’

The American Bar: 
best US import since 
Double Stuff Oreos 

GLENEAGLES HOTEL, SCOTLAND

Make ours an  
Ibiza Sunrise


